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FRIENDS MEETING 


The Friends of the Armed Forces Medical Library will 
hold their annual banquet at the Willard Hotel, in Wushing- 
ton, on Friday evening, 23 October 1953. Dr. Henry R. Viets, 
Chairman, will preside, and the speaker will be Dr. Jean A, 
Curran, Dean of the State University of New York College of 
Medicine, who will talk on the life of John Shaw Billings. 
Lieutenant Commander John A. Oley, Special Assistant to the 
Director, will discuss new building plans. Lieutenant 
Colonel Frank B. Rogers will review the work of the Library 
during the fiscal year just past. 


Cocktails at 6:30; dinner at 7:30; informal dress. 
All FRIENDS, and friends who wish to become FRIENDS, are 
invited to attend. 


MISSION IN EUROPE 


[On 17 July 1953, the virector left Washington an a 7 
weeks' journey through Europe, réturning to the Library on 
1 September. The following jottings outline his ee 

FBR 


ia By MATS to London, arriving 24 hours out of 
Washington... The First International Congress on Medical 
Librarianship began on Monday, 20 July. Very well organized 
by LeFanu, Barnard, Bishop, Poynter, and associates, with 
sessions at University College, BMA House, Wellcome Insti- 
tute, and other buildings close by College Hall on Malet 
Street, where many of the 300 registrants from 32 countries 
were housed... Miss Brodman and I represented AFML, and the 
delegation from the United States numbered about 30... The 
conference covered a wide range of topics, and the majority 
of papers were ably conceived and ably presented. . Most 
welcome was the opportunity to meet many colleagues from 
all over the world... The evenings were devoted to a series 
of receptions; the hospitality offered by our London hosts 
seemed boundless... I felt this first Congress was an enor- 
mous success, and will look forward to a second before too 
many years have passed. 





Printing cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces.Medical Library. 
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PARIS (27-29 July)... To the Faculté de Médecine, 
where Dr. André Hahn showed me around his large, well- 
housed, well-organized library, which somehow manages to 
operate with a relatively very small staff... Visited the 
Académie de Médecine, where I spent some interesting hours 
with Dr. Maurice Genty... Discussed acquisitions problems 
with our French agents, E. LeFrancois..,. A morning at the 
Bibliothéque Nationale; in the afternoon shown about the 
Institut Pasteur by M. Jacques de Preobrajensky; finally to 
Val de Grace and the Biblioth&éque du Service de la Santé... 
To UNESCO House, and lunch with Dr, Luther Evans, the 
new Director-General, M. Julien Cain of the Bibliothéque 
Nationale, and others... A long talk with Mr. E, J. Carter, 
chief of the UNESCO Libraries Division; and a notable final 
evening with Dr. J. F. Delafresnaye of CIOMS, who drove ne 
out to Versailles. 


GENEVA (30 July-4 August)... A 2-day meeting called 
by the Council for International Organizations of Medical 
Sciences (supported by WHO and UNESCO) with Professor J, 
Maisin of Belgium presiding. A small group discussed prob- 
lems of medical documentation and considered what actions 
are desirable or possible at an international level... 
Visited the library of the Ophthalmological Institute and 
the library of the University of Geneva. Visited the WHO 
and UN libraries at the Palais des Nations... Spent a most 
memorable afternoon with Dr. Henry Sigerist. 


MILAN (5-6 August)... Visited the Fondazione Mario 
Donati, a medical library with great potentialities and 
small funds... Long and fruitful discussion with Hoepli, 
our Italian agents. 


ROME (7-11 August)... Talked with Dr. G. Borghi o1 
the Centro di Documentazione Scientifico-Tecnica, publishers 
of the Indice di periodici scientifici e tecnici. Under the 
guidance of Dr. A. Aluffi, Visited the excellent Library of 
the Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche. Spent a fine morn- 
ing with Professor A. Pazzini of the Istituto di Storia 
della Medicina... Disappointed at being unable to establish 
contact with anyone at the library of the Faculta& di Médi- 
cina e Chirurgia of the University of Rome... Had a _ long 
talk with Mr. F. Roth of Hoepli's Rome office, generally on 
the lack of rapport between bookseller and librarian... 
Attended a public audience of the Pope; viewed the Forum 
and Coliseum moodily; gained several pounds from overindul- 
gence in the excellent Italian cuisine. 





AMSTERDAM (12 August)... Last minute transportation 
difficulties forced cancellation of projected visit to 
Frankfurt... All day with Mr. P, A. Warren of Excerpta Med- 
ica; considerably impressed with the extent, complexity, 
and organization of this activity. 
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GLASGOW (13 August)... Spent the day with Dr. A, L. 
Goodall and Mr. G.C.A. Terry of the Royal Faculty of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons. Visited Long Calderwood, the birthplace 
of John and William Hunter; to the site of Lister's early 
triumphs... In the evening, dinner with Dr. and Mrs. 
Goodall, within sight of Loch Lomond. 


EDINBURGH (14-17 August)... Via the Trossachs; lovely 
scenery but bitter weather, and I was down with a heavy 
cold... Spent a day with Mr. Leonard Jolley of the Royal 


College of Physicians, and another with Miss Margaret D. 
Bell of the Central Medical Library, University of Edinburgh, 
and Miss Frances S. Brown of the Royal College of Surgeons... 
On 18 August, to London. 4 


OXFORD (19 August)... Visited the bookstore of Mr. 
A, Rosenthal; saw the old and new Bodleian, the Radcliffe 
Science Library, and Blackwell's. 


LONDON (20-29 August)... Visited the Royal Army Med- 
ical College at Millbank, and the Medical R@search Council 
at Mill Hill... Much help and many favors from Colonel 
Walter Moursund, M. C., of the Office of the Army Attache, 
American Embassy... Registered for the First World Confer - 
ence on Medical Education; with many other delegates, took 
an excursion to Cambridge, touring the quadrangles in conm- 
pany with Dr. Chauncey D. Leake and Dr. E. E. Irons ... 
After the sessions of the first day and a half, attended 
sporadically, using time gained to visit the London School 
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, the Royal College of Sur- 
geons, and the Wellcome Historical Medical Library. The 
Weilcome's collections perhaps surpass those of AFML in this 
area, and this is all the more remarkable because their books 
have been brought together only during the last fifty 


years... Called on Stevens & Brown, our agents for the 
United Kingdom, and at the London office of Stechert- 
Hafner... My talk on medical libraries at the Conference 


seemed to elicit small interest, but the mere fact that the 
subject was on the program was a step in the right direc- 
tion... The final evening in London, with a great banquet 
at the Dorchester Hotel, was unforgettable, 


Then to Scotland, Iceland, and Chicopee Falls, Massa- 
chusetts, via MATS, and back to Washington on 1 September, 
after traveling some 9,000 miles, seeing thousands of books, 
though mostly at a distance, listening to a million words, 
visiting several dozen libraries, booksellers, and publish- 
ers, and, most important, meeting several hundred people - 
physicians, librarians, editors, dealers, historians - and 
making, I hope, many firm friends. 


This was my first trip to Europe. I learned a great 
deal about medical libraries and medical librarianship, and 
a great deal more about life in general... The rapidity 
with which I moved about, attempting to see and do as much 
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as possible ina short time, leaves me, immediately after 
the event, with generally kaleidoscopic impressions... The 
great esteem in which the Armed Forces Medical Library ig 
held everywhere... The kindness and warmth with which I was 
received in all countries... The curiously casual attitude 
with which most European librarians seem to approach syten- 
atization in technical library processes - we perhaps go 
too far, they not far enough... Language problems: if the 
French word for "journal" is "revue," what is the word for 
"review"?... The sudden realization that the strangely 
familiar Italian countryside was what I had seen in the 
backgrounds of the great Italian paintings... The easier 
tempo of life, somehow existing side by side with some very 
respectable workload-manhour ratios. 


Chiefly, perhaps, I relearned an old lesson: there is 
much to be said on all sides of most questions of any 
importance, and cunsiderable statesmanship, knowledge, 
judgment, and good-will will be required tofind the best 
paths to the future. 


EXHIBIT 


The Library exhibit for September is devoted to conten 
porary medical humor. It consists chiefly of a collection of 
medical cartoons by such well known cartoonists as Charles 
Addams, Peter Arno, the late Sam Cobean, Whitney Darrow, J., 
Chon Day, Garrett Price, Gardner Rea, Saul Steinberg, and 
James Thurber. The material has been selected and arranged 
by Mr. Joseph Tucker, Chief of the Administrative Division, 
with photographic assistance by Miss Frances Corrigan of the 
Photoduplication Section, 


REDECORATION OF THE LIBRARY 


For the first time in fifteen years, the Reading Room 
of the Library is resplendent in a new coat of paint. The 
dark, dust-stained interior which greeted visitors for 80 
long a time has given way to walls of pale green and ceil- 
ings of white. No superstructure of scaffolding was neces- 
sary to bring about this transformation. The workmen merely 
stretched catwalks between the steel struts which brace the 
upper portion of the building, and painted from them, As 
the painting of the large ceiling over the main stacks pro- 
gressed, large tarpaulins were stretched over them, thus 
permitting normal stack service to continue below. Alto- 
gether, normal operations were interrupted for only one 
day - Saturday, 29 August - to allow for the painting of the 
ceiling above the Reading Room itself. 


AFML OPEN HOURS 


Effective 1 October, the Library will be open six days 
a week, Monday through Saturday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 











